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OTIFOTIF
Organisation intergouvernementale pour les transports internationaux ferroviaires

Zwischenstaatliche Organisation für den Internationalen Eisenbahnverkehr
Intergovernmental Organisation for International Carriage by Rail

Межправительственная организация по международным железнодорожным перевозкам
السككية الدولية للنقلياتالمنظمة الحكومية الدولية 

• founded 1 May 1985
– predecessor of OTIF was OCTI (Office Central des transports internationaux par 

chemins de fer) since 1893
• 44 Member States (45 from from 1 July 2010, 46 from 1 August 2010)

– 240,000 km of railway lines
• Official languages: English, French and German
• Headquarters: Berne, Switzerland
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International Convention concerningInternational Convention concerning
the Carriage of Goods by Rail 1890the Carriage of Goods by Rail 1890



4OTIF Workshop “UTP Freight Wagons” Skopje 26.05.2010

OTIF activitiesOTIF activities
• Further development of rail transport law in the following areas:

– contracts of carriage for the international carriage of 
passengers and goods (CIV and CIM)

– carriage of dangerous goods (RID)
– contracts of use of vehicles (CUV)
– contract on the use of railway infrastructure (CUI)
– validation of technical standards and adoption of uniform 

technical prescriptions for railway material (APTU)
– procedure for the technical admission of railway vehicles and 

other railway material used in international traffic (ATMF)
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OTIF activitiesOTIF activities
• Widening the scope of COTIF in order to make possible in the 

longer term through carriage by rail under a single legal regime
from the Atlantic to the Pacific

• Preparing for the entry into force of the Luxembourg Protocol 
(Registry for International Interests in railway rolling stock, 
Secretariat of the Supervisory Authority)

• The removal of obstacles to the crossing of frontiers in 
international rail transport

• Participation in the preparation of other international 
conventions concerning rail transport within UN/ECE and other 
international organisations
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OTIF cooperation 1/2OTIF cooperation 1/2

• Supranational organisation
– European Union

Commission: DG – MOVE
• International governmental organisations

– IFT, ECO, OECD, ОСЖД, UN/ECE, 
UNCITRAIL, UNIDROIT
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OTIF cooperation 2/2OTIF cooperation 2/2

• International non-governmental organisations 
or associations
– AEIP-IVA, CER, CIT, EIM, ESC, FIATA, 

ICF, IDIT, IVT, UACF, UIC, UIP, UIRR, 
UITP, UNIFE, ETF

• Other organisations
– CEN and CENELEC
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COTIFCOTIF 19991999:: entering into forceentering into force

• Protocol (Vilnius) signed in June 1999
• 27th ratification deposited on 5 April 2006

In force since 1 July 2006
Today 38 ratifications
• 1 July 2010

– Montenegro 45th Member State
• 1 Aug 2010

– Jordan 46th Member State (associated)
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ScopeScope of of applicationapplication of COTIF and of COTIF and itsits AppendicesAppendices
(as at 1.8.2010)(as at 1.8.2010)

All COTIF 
Appendices (16)

Without
CUI/APTU/ATMF (22)

COTIF 1999 not
yet ratified (4)

Membership
suspended (2)

Without CIV/RID/CUV/ 
CUI/APTU/ATMF (1)

Associate
membership (1)
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Technical
Prescriptions

Appendix F

UR APTU
Uniform Rules

concerning
the Validation
of Technical

Standards and
Adoption of

Uniform Technical
Prescriptions
applicable to

Railway Material
intended

to be used
in International

Traffic

Admission
Procedure

Appendix G

UR ATMF
Uniform Rules

concerning
the Technical
Admission of

Railway Material
used

in International
Traffic

OTIF Technical Admission

COTIFCOTIF 19991999
COTIF

Convention concerning

International Carriage by Rail

Appendix А

UR CIV
Uniform Rules

concerning
the Contract

of International
Carriage

of Passengers
by Rail

Appendix B

UR CIM
Uniform Rules

concerning
the Contract

of International
Carriage
of Goods
by Rail

Appendix C

RID
Regulation
concerning

the International
Carriage

of Dangerous 
Goods
By Rail

Appendix D

UR CUV
Uniform Rules

concerning
Contracts of Use

of Vehicles
in International

Rail Traffic

Appendix E

UR CUI
Uniform Rules

concerning
the Contracts

of Use
of Infrastructure
in International

Rail Traffic
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COTIF technical admissionCOTIF technical admission

consists of two Appendices F (APTU) and G (ATMF)
• Specifications = Appendix F/APTU

– Rules for adopting the specifications
– Technical specifications in the Uniform Technical 

Prescriptions
• Procedures = Appendix G/ATMF

– Rules for adoption and mutual recognition
– Models of Certificates and other documents

• Committee of Technical Experts
– Discussion of proposals and adoption of rules
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Organs of OTIFOrgans of OTIF
General Assembly

WGs

Secretariat
20 employees

WGs WG TECH

Committee
of Technical

Experts

Revision
Committee

RID
Expert

Committee

Administrative
Committee

Rail
Facilitation
Committee
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OTIF financingOTIF financing
• Contributions

– 40 % UN system
– 60 % total length of the infrastructure

• Maximum contribution 15 % of the budget
• Minimum contribution 0.25 % of the budget
• Examples budget 2010

– total CHF 3,618,583.-
– Germany CHF 542,787.50 (max: 1 MS)
– Liechtenstein CHF     9,046.50 (min: 10 MS)
– Czech Republic CHF   87,883.70



14OTIF Workshop “UTP Freight Wagons” Skopje 26.05.2010

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Ira
q

Le
ba

no
n

M
or

oc
co

A
lb

an
ia

B
os

ni
a 

&
 H

er
ze

go
vi

na

E
st

on
ia

Jo
rd

an

Li
ec

ht
en

st
ei

n

Lu
xe

m
bo

ur
g

M
ac

ed
on

ia

M
on

ac
o

R
us

si
a

U
kr

ai
ne

S
lo

ve
ni

a

S
yr

ia

Li
th

ua
ni

a

La
tv

ia

Tu
ni

si
a

C
ro

at
ia

Ire
la

nd

S
lo

va
ki

a

S
er

bi
a

A
lg

er
ia

B
ul

ga
ria

P
or

tu
ga

l

G
re

ec
e

D
en

m
ar

k

N
or

w
ay Ira

n

B
el

gi
um

H
un

ga
ry

S
w

itz
er

la
nd

A
us

tri
a

Tu
rk

ey

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
ub

lic

Fi
nl

an
d

N
et

he
rla

nd
s

R
om

an
ia

S
w

ed
en

P
ol

an
d

S
pa

in

Ita
ly

U
ni

te
d 

K
in

gd
om

Fr
an

ce

G
er

m
an

y

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

OTIF financingOTIF financing
Membership contributionsMembership contributions% 1.000 CHF


