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Status of notifications of the national technical 
requirements in the Contracting States 
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According to Article 12 § 1 of the revised Appendix F (APTU) of the Convention, which 
entered into force on 1 December 2010, the Member States that are Contracting States at 
that time must notify the Secretary General of those of their existing national technical 
requirements (rules) in force which they wish to continue to apply as mandatory. The 
deadline for this notification was 1 March 2011.   
 
This means that a national rule which has not been notified by 1 March 2011 cannot be 
applied in relation to vehicles performing or intended to be admitted to international traffic in 
the scope of COTIF. 
 
According to the definition in Article 2 of ATMF, a Contracting State is “a Member State of the 
Organisation which has not made a declaration in respect of these Uniform Rules in 
accordance with Article 42 § 1, first sentence of the Convention”.   
 

What had to be notified? 
 
For each rule, the notification had to include the title, a summary, the full text and an 
indication of the classification of the rule.  The title and full text of the rule had to be sent in 
(one of) the official languages of the Contracting State. Additionally, the title and a summary 
had to be sent in one of the working languages of the Organisation, i.e. English, French or 
German. It was also preferable if the whole text were also made available in one of the OTIF 
working languages.  
 
The classification of the rule had to be indicated in accordance with the parameters included 
in part 1 of the Annex to APTU. 
 
The deadline for notification was deemed to have been met if 

 

1. the title and classification of each rule had been notified by the deadline of 
1 March 2011, and  

2. the summary and full text were received no later than 1 June 2011.  

 

Members States that might become Contracting States at a later date 
 
A Member State which becomes a Contracting State (by revoking a reservation made 
against APTU according to COTIF 1999, Article 42, or by ratifying COTIF 1999) will have the 
same deadline for notifying their national technical rules, i.e. the title and classification within 
3 months and the summary and full text of the rules within 6 months. In both cases, these 
periods start to run from the day on which that State starts to apply APTU.  
 
A Contracting State that is also a Member State of the EU may ask the EU to notify OTIF on 
its behalf. Nevertheless, the Contracting State is responsible for ensuring that the deadlines 
are observed. 
 
For the notification of national technical requirements expected from the EU OTIF MS as 
they become Contracting States by revoking their declarations not to apply APTU and ATMF 
according to Article 42 of the Convention, a solution should be agreed between the OTIF 
Secretariat and DG MOVE. 
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Member State = Contracting States National technical requirements 
notified 

Number of 
notified rules  

Summary 
and full 

text 
received 

Albania no   

Algeria no    

Armenia not yet1   
Bosnia and Herzegovina yes 15 no 
Croatia yes 14 no 
Denmark not yet2   
Finland not yet3   
Iran no    
Liechtenstein no   
Macedonia, The former Yugoslav Republic of yes 20 no 
Monaco no    
Montenegro yes 19 no 
Morocco not yet4   
Serbia yes 19 yes 
Switzerland yes 31 yes 
Syria no    

Tunisia no    

Turkey no   

Ukraine no 
    

                                                 
1 Deadline for notification 30 September 2011 (new Member State of OTIF with effect from 1 July 2011) 

2 Deadline for notification 30 September 2011 (Contracting State of OTIF with effect from 1 July 2011) 

3 Deadline for notification 7 October 2011 (Contracting State of OTIF with effect from 7 July 2011) 

4 Deadline for notification 27 July 2011 (COTIF 1999 ratified by Morocco on 28 April 2011) 
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Tables showing notified national technical requirements by country 
 

Explanations: 
Applicable to 
F      = Freight wagons  
C      = Coaches 
L       = Locomotives 
TS    = Trainsets 
OV    = Other vehicles 
I        = Infrastructure 
O      = Operation 
CCS = Command and Control System (Signalling) 
T      = Tunnels 
DP   = Disabled persons 
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National technical requirements notified by Bosnia and Herzegovina 
            

Applicable to Category Title 
F C L TS OV I O CCS DP 

1.1 General documentation Rule book on maintenance of railway 
vehicles 241 X X X X X - - - - 

1.2 Structure and mechanical parts   X X X X X - - - - 
1.3 Track interaction and gauging   X X X X X - - - - 
1.4 Braking equipment Instruction on braking of trains X X X X X - - - - 
1.5 Passenger-related items   - X - X - - - - X 

1.6 Environmental conditions and 
aerodynamic effects   

X X X X X - - - - 

1.7 External warning, marking, functions 
and software integrity requirements   

X X X X X - - - - 

1.8 Onboard power supply and control 
systems    

X X X X X - - - - 

1.9 Staff facilities, interfaces and 
environment   

X X X X X - - - - 
1.10 Fire safety and evacuation Railway safety Act - X X X - - - - - 

1.11 Servicing Rule book on maintenance of railway 
vehicles X X X X X - - - - 

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling Railway safety Act 

- - X X X - - - - 

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling 

Instruction for installing, testing, 
putting in operation and maintenance 
of onboard part of the train autostop 
device I 60 - - X X X - - - - 

1.13 Specific operational requirements 

Instruction on operation of tractive 
units not equipped with onboard part 
of train autostop device on railway 
lines equipped with track side of train 
autostop device 

- - X X - - - - - 

1.14 Freight related items Instruction on exceptional 
consignments X - - - X - - - - 
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National technical requirements notified by Croatia 
             

Applicable to Category Title 
F C L TS OV I O CCS T DP 

1.1 General documentation Ordinance on maintenance of railway vehicle X X X X X X X X - - 

1.2 Structure and mechanical parts Ordinance on the technical requirements for 
railway safety to be met by railway vehicles X X X X X - - -   - 

1.3 Track interaction and gauging Ordinance on the technical requirements for 
railway safety to be met by railway vehicles X X X X X - - -   - 

1.4 Braking equipment Ordinance on the technical requirements for 
railway safety to be met by railway vehicles X X X X X - - -   - 

1.5 Passenger-related items Ordinance on the technical requirements for 
railway safety to be met by railway vehicles - X - X - - - -   X 

1.6 Environmental conditions and 
aerodynamic effects 

Ordinance on the technical requirements for 
railway safety to be met by railway vehicles X X X X X - - -   - 

1.7 External warning, marking, functions and 
software integrity requirements Ordinance on the technical requirements for 

railway safety to be met by railway vehicles X X X X X - - -   - 

1.8 Onboard power supply and control 
systems  

Ordinance on the technical requirements for 
railway safety to be met by railway vehicles X X X X X - - -   - 

1.9 Staff facilities, interfaces and environment Ordinance on the technical requirements for 
railway safety to be met by railway vehicles X X X X X - - -   - 

1.10 Fire safety and evacuation Ordinance on the technical requirements for 
railway safety to be met by railway vehicles - X X X - - - -   - 

1.11 Servicing Ordinance on maintenance of railway vehicle X X X X X - - -   - 

1.12 Onboard control, command and signalling Ordinance on the technical requirements for 
railway safety to be met by railway vehicles - - X X X - - -   - 

1.13 Specific operational requirements Ordinance on the technical requirements for 
railway safety to be met by railway vehicles X X X X X X X X   X 

1.14 Freight related items Ordinance on the technical requirements for 
railway safety to be met by railway vehicles X - - - X - - -   - 
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National technical requirements notified by Macedonia, The former Yugoslav Republic of 

            
Applicable to Category Title 

F C L TS OV I O CCS DP 

1.1 General documentation 

Rule book and procedure for 
maintenance of railway vehicles, 
keeping records of performed 
maintenance of railway vehicles and 
the conditions that need to meet the 
entity that performs maintenance of 
railway vehicles (ECM) 

X X X X X - - - - 
1.2 Structure and mechanical parts   X X X X X - - - - 
1.3 Track interaction and gauging   X X X X X - - - - 
1.4 Braking equipment Instruction on braking of trains X X X X X - - - - 
1.5 Passenger-related items   - X - X - - - - X 

1.6 Environmental conditions and 
aerodynamic effects   

X X X X X - - - - 

1.7 External warning, marking, functions 
and software integrity requirements   

X X X X X - - - - 

1.8 Onboard power supply and control 
systems    

X X X X X - - - - 

1.9 Staff facilities, interfaces and 
environment   

X X X X X - - - - 
1.10 Fire safety and evacuation Railway safety Act - X X X - - - - - 

1.11 Servicing 

Rule book and procedure for 
maintenance of railway vehicles, 
keeping records of performed 
maintenance of railway vehicles and 
the conditions that need to meet the 
entity that performs maintenance of 
railway vehicles (ECM) X X X X X - - - - 
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National technical requirements notified by Macedonia, The former Yugoslav Republic of 
            

Applicable to Category Title 
F C L TS OV I O CCS DP 

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling 

Railway safety Act, Railway system 
Act, Rulebook for signal signs and 
marks, Instructions for performing 
traffic service on tracks equipped 
with radio control 

- - X X X X X X - 

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling 

Instruction for installing, testing, 
putting in operation and maintenance 
of onboard part of the train autostop 
device I 60 - - X X X - - - - 

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling 

Instructions on uniform vigilance 
(alerter) devices - - X X X - X X - 

1.13 Specific operational requirements Technical requirements for ground-
train radio link on JŽ - - X X X - - - - 

1.13 Specific operational requirements 

Instruction on operation of tractive 
units not equipped with onboard part 
of train autostop device on railway 
lines equipped with track side of 
train autostop device 

- - X X - - X X - 

1.13 Specific operational requirements Instructions on uniform vigilance 
(alerter) devices - - X X X - X X - 

1.13 Specific operational requirements Signalling rule book X X X X X X X X X 

1.14 Freight related items Rule book on exceptional 
consignments X - - - X - - - - 

1.14 Freight related items Transport of dangerous goods Act 
X - - - X - - - - 
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National technical requirements notified by Montenegro 

            
Applicable to Category Title 

F C L TS OV I O CCS DP 
1.1 General documentation Rule book on maintenance of railway vehicles X X X X X - - - - 
1.2 Structure and mechanical parts   X X X X X - - - - 
1.3 Track interaction and gauging   X X X X X - - - - 
1.4 Braking equipment Instruction on braking of trains X X X X X - - - - 
1.5 Passenger-related items   - X - X - - - - X 

1.6 Environmental conditions and 
aerodynamic effects   X X X X X - - - - 

1.7 External warning, marking, functions 
and software integrity requirements   X X X X X - - - - 

1.8 Onboard power supply and control 
systems    X X X X X - - - - 

1.9 Staff facilities, interfaces and 
environment   

X X X X X - - - - 
1.10 Fire safety and evacuation Railway safety Act - X X X - - - - - 

1.11 Servicing Rule book on maintenance of railway vehicles X X X X X - - - - 

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling Railway safety Act - - X X X - - - - 

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling 

Instruction for installing, testing, putting in 
operation and maintenance of onboard part of 
the train autostop device I 60 - - X X X - - - - 

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling Railway safety Act - - X X X - - - - 

1.13 Specific operational requirements 
Instruction on operation of tractive units not 
equipped with onboard part of train autostop 
device on railway lines equipped with track side 
of train autostop device - - X X - - - - - 

1.13 Specific operational requirements Railway safety Act - - X X X - - - - 
1.13 Specific operational requirements Railway safety Act - - X X X - - - - 
1.13 Specific operational requirements Signalling rule book X X X X X X X X X 
1.14 Freight related items Rule book on exceptional consignments X - - - X - - - - 
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National technical requirements notified by Serbia 
            

Applicable to Category Title 
F C L TS OV I O CCS DP 

1.1 General documentation Rule book on maintenance of railway vehicles X X X X X - - - - 
1.2 Structure and mechanical parts   X X X X X - - - - 
1.3 Track interaction and gauging   X X X X X - - - - 
1.4 Braking equipment Instruction on braking of trains X X X X X - - - - 
1.5 Passenger-related items   - X - X - - - - X 

1.6 Environmental conditions and 
aerodynamic effects   

X X X X X - - - - 

1.7 External warning, marking, functions 
and software integrity requirements   

X X X X X - - - - 

1.8 Onboard power supply and control 
systems    

X X X X X - - - - 

1.9 Staff facilities, interfaces and 
environment   

X X X X X - - - - 
1.10 Fire safety and evacuation Railway safety Act - X X X - - - - - 
1.11 Servicing Rule book on maintenance of railway vehicles X X X X X - - - - 

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling Railway safety Act 

- - X X X - - - - 

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling 

Instruction for installing, testing, putting in 
operation and maintenance of onboard part of 
the train autostop device I 60 - - X X X - - - - 

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling Instructions on uniform vigilance (alerter) devices - - X X X - - - - 

1.13 Specific operational requirements Technical requirements for ground-train radio link 
on JŽ - - X X X - - - - 

1.13 Specific operational requirements 

Instruction on operation of tractive units not 
equipped with onboard part of train autostop 
device on railway lines equipped with track side 
of train autostop device - - X X - - - - - 

1.13 Specific operational requirements Instructions on uniform vigilance (alerter) devices - - X X X - - - - 
1.13 Specific operational requirements Signalling rule book X X X X X X X X X 
1.14 Freight related items Rule book on exceptional consignments X - - - X - - - - 

 
National technical requirements notified by Switzerland 
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Applicable to Category Title 

F C L TS OV I O CCS T DP

1.1 General documentation 1.1.1 General documentation  
Railway vehicle approval process X X X X X           

1.1 General documentation 1.1.3 Operating instructions and documentation; 
Operating manual  X X X X X X X X X X 

1.1 General documentation 1.1.4 Distance tests with complete vehicle; 
Verification of vehicle/infrastructure interaction  X X X X X X X X X X 

1.2 Structure and mechanical parts 1.2.1 Vehicle construction; 
Stress assumptions for vehicles  X X X X X X X   X 

1.2 Structure and mechanical parts 
1.2.2 Mechanical interface for end and middle 
couplings; automatic coupling – unintended 
breaking of coupling 

   X X       

1.3 Track interaction and gauging 1.3.1 Vehicle gauge; pantograph space   X X X X X   X  

1.3 Track interaction and gauging 1.3.2 Vehicle dynamics; travelling over points  X X X X X X X    

1.3 Track interaction and gauging 1.3.2 Vehicle dynamics; travelling over curves  X X X X X X X    

1.3 Track interaction and gauging 1.3.2 Vehicle dynamics; track displacement force  X X X X X X X    

1.3 Track interaction and gauging 1.3.2 Vehicle dynamics; tilting technology: route-
specific demonstration  X  X  X X X   

1.3 Track interaction and gauging 1.3.3 Bogie and running gear; Flange lubrication   X X X X X X    

 
 

National technical requirements notified by Switzerland 
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Applicable to Category Title 
F C L TS OV I O CCS T DP

1.4 Braking equipment 1.4.1 Functional requirements for train braking; 
brake assessment  X X X X X      

1.4 Braking equipment 1.4.5 Brake performance; braked weight of the 
stop brake  X X X X X      

1.5 Passenger-related items 1.5.5 Seats and provision for PRM; national 
requirements for PRM   X  X  X X   X 

1.6 Environmental conditions and 
aerodynamic effects 

1.6.1 Effects of environment on the vehicle; 
snow, ice and hail – snow clearing   X X X X     

1.6 Environmental conditions and 
aerodynamic effects 

1.6.1 Effects of environment on the vehicle; 
maximum pressure variation in tunnels – running 
in single-track tunnels 

 X X X X X X X  X  

1.6 Environmental conditions and 
aerodynamic effects 

1.6.2 Effects of vehicle on environment; particle 
filter for diesel engines   X X X      

1.7 
External warning, marking, 
functions and software integrity 
requirements 

1.7.1 Software integrity for safety-related 
functions; BAV system check  X X X X X X X X X X 

1.7 
External warning, marking, 
functions and software integrity 
requirements 

1.7.2 Visual and aural vehicle marking and 
warning functions; optical warning signal 3x red  X X X X  X    

1.8 Onboard power supply and control 
systems 

1.8.2 Functional and technical specifications for 
the interface between vehicle and energy 
subsystem; network behaviour according to 
infrastructure guidelines 

 X X X X X X X X X  

 
 
 

National technical requirements notified by Switzerland 
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Applicable to Category Title 

F C L TS OV I O CCS T DP

1.8 Onboard power supply and control 
systems 

1.8.2 Functional and technical specifications for 
the interface between vehicle and energy 
subsystem; pantograph/infrastructure interface 

  X X X X X   X  

1.8 Onboard power supply and control 
systems 

1.8.4 Electromagnetic compatibility; 
electromagnetic behaviour according to 
infrastructure guidelines 

 X X X X X X X X X  

1.9 Staff facilities, interfaces and 
environment 

1.9.8 remote control functions; requirements 
concerning remote-controlled vehicles   X X X X X X   

1.10 Fire safety and evacuation 1.10.2 Emergency situations; evacuation plan 
coordinated with infrastructure  X X X X X X X X X X 

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling 

1.12.1 On-board radio equipment; compatibility 
with infrastructure  X X X X X X X X X X 

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling 

1.12.2 On-board signalling devices; double  
vigilance control   X X X X      

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling 

1.12.2 On-board signalling devices; existing 
national train safety devices (integra/ZUB)  X X X X X X X   

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling 

1.12.2 On-board signalling devices; ETCS 
Change requests (01–20)  X X X X X X X   

 
             

National technical requirements notified by Switzerland 
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Applicable to Category Title 
F C L TS OV I O CCS T DP

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling 

1.12.2 On-board signalling devices; transition in 
cross-border traffic   X X X X X X X   

1.12 Onboard control, command and 
signalling 

1.12.2 On-board signalling devices; train safety 
multiple position   X X X  X    

1.14 Freight related items 1.14.2 Specific devices for freight transport; load 
security  X    X      

 


