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1. The first session of the Preparatory Commission regarding the establishment of the 
International Registry for railway rolling stock according to the Luxembourg Protocol took place at the 
headquarters of the Intergovernmental Organisation for International Carriage by Rail (OTIF) in Berne 
on 16 and 17 July 2007 (for the List of Participants see Annex I to this report). 
 
Point n° 1 on the agenda – Welcome by host Organisation 
 
2. On behalf of the host Organisation the Secretary General of the OTIF welcomed the 
participants, thanked them for having positively responded to the invitation by the Chairman of the 
Diplomatic Conference that adopted the Luxembourg Protocol and underlined the importance of the 
work to be done by the Preparatory Commission pursuant to Resolution No. 1 of the Diplomatic 
Conference. 
 
3. The agenda sent out with the invitation was adopted as drafted (see PrepCom/1/Doc.7 in the 
Annex II to this report). 
 
Point n° 2 on the agenda – Discussion and adoption of the Commission’s Rules of Procedure 
 
4. The Preparatory Commission adopted its Rules of Procedure (see PrepCom/1/Doc.1/Rev.2). In 
this context the term “Commission Member” was defined such that it includes all States invited and not 
having declined the invitation to be appointed as a Commission Member pursuant to Resolution No. 1 
of the Diplomatic Conference. 
 
Point n° 3 on the agenda – Election of the Chair of the Commission 
 
5. According to Section II of its Rules of Procedure the Preparatory Commission elected Sweden 
and the United States of America to the Chair, and Algeria to the first and Slovakia to the second Vice-
Chair. 
 
Point n° 4 on the agenda – Selection process for the International Registry 
 
6. The Preparatory Commission undertook an initial overall examination of the Draft Request for 
Proposal (RFP) for the International Registry as prepared by the secretariat (see PrepCom/1/Doc.5). 
Based upon comments by participants and the secretariat, it was clear that some points will need to be 
reconsidered and clarified.  The Chair also undertook to review the evaluation process. 
 
7. In examining the Draft Regulations for the International Registry as prepared by the secretariat 
(see PrepCom/1/Doc.3) the Preparatory Commission assumed that this text would evolve with the 
system following the development of the International Registry. The Preparatory Commission also gave 
preliminary consideration to the draft Rules of Procedure of the Supervisory Authority. 
 
8. With regard to the question of legal personality of the Preparatory Commission addressed in 
Resolution No. 1 of the Diplomatic Conference, there was a common understanding that this question 
may be reviewed at the time when the Chair, on behalf of the Preparatory Commission, signed a 
contract with the appointed Registrar. 
 
 
 



PrepCom/2/Doc.1  3. 

 

Point n° 5 on the agenda – Timetable for further work 
 
9. The Preparatory Commission was of the opinion that work should be carried in three working 
groups in cooperation with the secretariats and the Chair. Those working groups would be open-ended 
and work on the following issues: 

a) Liability issues which are of particular interest in connection with Article XV(5) of the 
Luxembourg Protocol and Resolution No. 6 of the Diplomatic Conference but also with regard 
to the estimated costs for insurance in the RFP. Germany has volunteered to take the lead 
and proposed to organise a meeting which would take place in Berlin in September 2007. 
Participation of interested States is welcome and it is hoped that the insurance industry would 
participate as well. Finland and the Rail Working Group (RWG) have offered their assistance; 

b) Finalisation of the RFP: Slovakia, the Russian Federation, Canada, OTIF and the 
RWG have offered their cooperation; 

c) The Registry Regulations and the Rules of Procedure for the Supervisory 
Authority would be examined under the auspices of France, Algeria, a country of the Asia 
region, UNIDROIT and the RWG. 

 
10. The Preparatory Commission also decided to establish an industry group, which would include 
the RWG, to provide input and advice to the Preparatory Commission. The Chair undertook to work on 
the membership of this group. 
 
11. The timeframe agreed to by the Preparatory Commission is as follows: 
 

- 14 September 2007 (at the latest): all comments needed to finalise the documents, in 
particular the RFP, need to arrive at the secretariats and the Chair;  

- 2 days between 3 and 10 October 2007: next session of the Preparatory Commission to 
finalise the RFP, if necessary; 

- 12 October 2007: deadline for finalising the RFP which would then be sent out with a 
period of 6 weeks to receive candidatures; 

- End of November 2007 - February 2008: evaluation process; 

- February 2008: appointment of the first Registrar. 

 
12. In conclusion, it was agreed that the date of the next session of the Preparatory Commission 
will depend on the comments received and the results achieved in preparation of the RFP. If possible, 
finalisation of the RFP may be carried out by e-mail and telephone calls only. If not, the RFP would 
have to be adopted in a session of the Preparatory Commission due to take place in October 2007 
(sometime between 3 and 10 October). A session of the Preparatory Commission would then be 
required to close the evaluation process and choose the Registrar (probably February 2008). 
 
13. The Chair then closed the session. 
 

--------- 
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ANNEX I 
 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 
ALGERIA  

Ms Fatma Mahiout 
Directrice Matériel 
Société nationale des transports ferroviaires (SNTF) 
 
E-mail mahiout@sntf.dz 
 
 
CHILE  

Her Exc. Ms Carolina Rossetti 
Ambassadeur 
Ambassade de la République du Chili 
 
 
CZECH REPUBLIC  

Mr. Tomáš Buřil 
Director of Department for EU Policies 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 
 
FINLAND  

Ms Mervi Kaikkonen 
Legal Counsel 
Finnish Rail Agency 
 
 
FRANCE  

Mr. Philippe Lamy 
Juriste 
Ministère de l'Ecologie, du Développement et de l'Aménagement durables 
DGMT / DTFC / SOE2 
 
E-mail  philippe.lamy@equipement.gouv.fr 
 
 
GERMANY  

Ms Katharina Orgass 
Referentin / Richterin 
Bundesministerium der Justiz 
 
E-mail  orgass-ka@bmj.bund.de 
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GREECE  

Ms Charikleia Tzelli      Ms Anna Delilabrou 
Legal Adviser       Hellenic Railways (OSE) 
Ministry of Transport and Communications   International Affairs (Office 813) 
 
 
INDIA 

Mr. Keshav Chandra 
Minister (Railways) 
Embassy of India in Germany 
 
 
INDONESIA 

Ms Penny Herasati 
First Secretary, Embassy of Indonesia 
 
 
LUXEMBOURG 

Mr. André Biever     Mr. Philippe Dupont 
Secrétaire de légation     Conseiller juridique 
Ministère des Affaires Etrangères   Arendt & Medernach 
 
 
Mr. Daniel Liebermann    Mr. Guy Englebert 
Attaché de Gouvernement    Chargé de gestion Assurances et Contentieux 
Ministère de l'Economie et du Commerce extérieur Société nationale des Chemins de Fer 
         Luxembourgeois (CFL) 
 
 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION  
 
Mr. Yuri Khromov 
Chief 
Russian Trade and Economic Representation in Switzerland 
 
E-mail  handelsvertretung@swissonline.ch 
 
 
SLOVAKIA  

Mr. Jozef Galovič      Mr. Stefan Bajs 
Head of Department for Railway Regulation  Ing., Teamleiter 
Ministry of Transport, Posts and Telecommunications  Železnicná spolocnost Cargo Slovakia, 
        a.s. (ZSSK CARGO) 
 
E-mail  jozef.galovic@telecom.gov.sk    E-mail  bajs.stefan@zscargo.sk 
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SWEDEN  

Mr. Henrik Kjellin Co-Chairman    Ms Elsy Linnerfors 
Counsellor - Internal Market - Justice and Home Affairs Senior Policy Adviser on Railway Matters 
Permanent Representation of Sweden    Banverket (Swedish National Rail 
to the European Union      Administration 
 
E-mail  henrik.kjellin@foreign.ministry.se    
 
 
SWITZERLAND  

Mr. Marcel Hepp 
Jurist 
Bundesamt für Verkehr 
 
 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  

Mr. Peter Bloch  Co-Chairman   Louis Emery 
Chief Negotiator      Senior Structured Finance Counsul 
U.S. Department of Transportation   Export-Import Bank of the US 
Office of the General Counsel  Office of the General Counsel 
 
E-mail  peter.bloch@dot.gov    
 
 
RAIL WORKING GROUP 
 
Mr Benjamin Von Bodungen    Mr John Lutz 
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer    Chargé de mission e-Commerce 
Frankfurt am Main     UIC, Paris 
 
E-mail BodungenB@gmx.de 
 
 
OTIF 
 
Mr Stefan Schimming     Mr Gustav Kafka 
Secretary General     Deputy to the Secretary General 
E-mail stefan.schimming@otif.org   E-mail gustav.kafka@otif.org 
 
Ms Trudy Marchal 
Administration 
E-mail trudy.marchal@otif.org 
 
 
UNIDROIT 
 
Mr Herbert Kronke     Ms Marina Schneider 
Secretary General     Senior Officer 
E-mail h.kronke@unidroit.org   E-mail m.schneider@unidroit.org 
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ANNEX II 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

1.  Welcome by the host Organisation 

2.  Discussion and adoption of the Commission’s Rules of Procedure 

3.  Election of the Chairman of the Commission 

4.  Selection Process for the International Registry (definition of criteria) 

5.  Timetable for further work 

 
 


