
OTIF

COTIF COTIF accessionaccession procedureprocedure

Eva Hammerschmiedová

Islamabad, 7/8 December 2011

Workshop Workshop ““Accession of Pakistan to Accession of Pakistan to 
COTIFCOTIF””



COTIF accession procedure 2OTIF

AccessionAccession procedureprocedure (Art. 37 COTIF)(Art. 37 COTIF)

Application for accession

Application notified to the Member States

Notification
-application accepted (if fewer than
5 objections)

- time the accession takes effect

Accession takes effect

State wishing to accede

Depositary

Depositary

3-month period for objections

1st day of the 3rd month
following the notification
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DeclarationsDeclarations and and reservationsreservations
(Art. 42 COTIF)(Art. 42 COTIF)

= Non-application of

• Appendices: one or more Appendices in 
their entirety

• Provisions: certain provisions where
expressly provided for



COTIF accession procedure 4OTIF

Reservation/declarationReservation/declaration
-- the the differencedifference

Reservation 

Can be made at certain
times only. In COTIF:
Non application of the 
provisions on arbitration
(Art. 28 of COTIF) at the 
time of application for
accession only. 

Declaration

Can be made at any
time.  In COTIF:
Non-application of the 
provisions concerning
liability in case of bodily
loss or damage
(death/personal injury) 
(Art. 2 § 1 CIV and CUI) 
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ReservationsReservations expresslyexpressly
providedprovided forfor

• arbitration (Art. 28 § 3 COTIF)
• Article 1 § 6 CIV/CIM (States applying

another Convention): application of the 
CIV/CIM UR to specified railway lines
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DeclarationsDeclarations expresslyexpressly
providedprovided forfor

• Non-application of the provisions concerning
liability in case of death/personal injury of/to 
passengers (Art. 2 § 1 CIV) 

• Non-application of the provisions concerning
liability in case of any bodily loss or damage
(Art. 2 § 1 CUI)
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Declarations/reservationsDeclarations/reservations mademade


